CHAPTER V.

FAZLI. EBtfs-SiAjD. YAHYA BEY OF DUKAGIN.

Turning again to the west, we find in Constantinople a
poet whom Von Hammer, by publishing and translating the
most notable of his works, has done something to bring
under the notice of Europe. This is Fazli, whose personal
name was Muhammed, and who was usually known during
his lifetime as Qara Fazli or Black Fazli, a sobriquet probably
earned by his swarthy complexion. Fazli was the son of a
saddler, and, if cAhdi's account is to be trusted, he devoted
himself in early life to the study of mysticism, being initiated
into the esoteric lore of the East by Zarifi Efendi, and
eventually becoming affiliated to the Khalveti order of der-
vishes. From the beginning Fazli had^a strong bias towards
poetry, and he was the most prominent of those young
literati who frequented the little shop where old Zati divided
his time between telling fortunes and discoursing upon poetry.
He was, we are told, his master's favourite pupil, probably
because he was the most gifted; and Zati, who could scarcely
keep his own body and soul together, was oddly enough
the means of making his young friend's fortune. In the summer
of 1530 Sultan Suleyman held a great festival, which ex-
tended over three weeks, to celebrate the circumcision of
his sons Muhammed, Mustafa, and Selim. During the course
of the festivities, the poets of the age were called upon to